[The world of stem cells].
Since its beginning, at the turn of the 19th century, biology has been mostly--if not exclusively--analytical. Reductionism has progressively unveiled a series of structures buried into one another like Russian dolls. The study of the genome, the deepest structure of organisms, represents the triumph of reductionism. With the deciphering of the genome and the birth of what is called the 'proteome'--i.e. the study of the proteins and of their interactions--, a new stage appears. To the disorganisation that characterised two centuries of biology, a phase of reconstruction of living organisms is substituted. This is concerned first with interactions of proteins and of cells. In addition, one of the most remarkable tools for this latter research has been provided by embryonic stem cells.